A case with myasthenia gravis (MG) emerging after splenectomy for idiopathic thrombocytopenic purpura (ITP): possible effects of thymectomy on autoantibodies.
The combination of idiopathic thrombocytopenic purpura (ITP) and myasthenia gravis (MG) has been reported infrequently. We report here the development of MG in a patient who underwent splenectomy for ITP ten years earlier, and describe the serum levels of anti-acetylcholine receptor antibodies (anti-AchR) and platelet-associated IgG (PAIgG) followed over 11 years. The concentrations of both autoantibodies have been decreased after thymectomy, suggesting that this procedure is potentially beneficial for treating both MG and ITP.